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Fall 2026 SEMINAR SCHEDULE 

Mondays at 4:00 pm, Reynolds Building 141, GGSA Mendelian Mingle at 3:30 pm 
 

         Date​        Speaker​ ​ ​            ​  Title​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Host 
8/31 Dr. Pritesh Desai 

Texas A&M University 
Gut Parasites: Shaping Immunity to Viruses 
and Vaccines 

Faculty of Genetics 
 
 

9/7 
 

No Seminar 
 
 

Labor Day  

9/14 Dr. Christopher Saski 
Clemson University 
 

Mechanisms of Rapid Plant Adaptation and 
Emerging Opportunities for Trait Engineering 
 

Dr. David Stelly 
Andrew Eastland 

9/21 Dr. Shashank Dravid 
Texas A&M University 
 

Glutamate Delta 1 Receptor: Guiding our 
understanding of the evolution of 
ligand-gated ion channels 

GGEN Faculty 
 

9/28 Dr. Polly Hsu 
Michigan State University 
 

Decoding the Translational Landscape and 
Regulatory Mechanisms in Plants 

Dr. Claudio Casola 
Elliott Runyan 

10/5 Dr. David Loeb 
Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine 

Targeting DKK-1 to Prevent Osteosarcoma 
Metastasis  

Dr. Carl Gregory 
Hussain Alcassab 

10/12 
 

Dr. Yuriana Aguilar 
Texas A&M University 
 

Linking diabetes and heart failure: SPEG 
kinase and GLP-1 agonists 
 

Faculty of Genetics 
 

10/19 
 

Dr. Adam Nock 
Texas A&M University 
 

Regulation of Actin-based Motility in Rickettsia 
rickettsii  
 

Faculty of Genetics 

10/26 Dr. Jeffrey Cirillo 
Texas A&M University 
 

Hijacking ephrin pathways to optimize 
Mycobacterium tuberculosis infection 

Faculty of Genetics 
 

11/2 
 

Dr. Mingyuan Zhu 
Texas A&M University 
 

From molecules to organs: Single-cell 
insights into root growth and response to 
mechanical stress 

Faculty of Genetics 

11/9 
 

Y2 GGEN Presentations 
 
 

Sebastian Alvarez-Luna - Suzuki Lab 
Andrew Eastland - Murray Lab 
William Fortun - Chen Lab 

 

11/16 Dr. Jeffery Good 
University of Montana 
 

Adaptation at the environmental limits of 
mammalian life 
 

Dr. Bill Murphy 
Emmarie Alexander 

11/23 
 

Y2 GGEN Presentations 
 
 

Sydney Fox - Porter Lab 
Moira La Fuente - Threadgill Lab 
Dante Lopez - Keene Lab 

 
 

11/30 Dr. Srividhya Iyer 
Texas A&M University 
 

TBD 
 

Faculty of Genetics 

12/7 Y2 GGEN Presentations 
 
 

Lance Nuique - Suzuki Lab 
Ashlyn Parrott-Price - Sato Lab 
Emily Raiff - Galloway-Peña Lab 

 

        


